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Abstract: In communities, the idea of "wealth" is highly significant, frequently signifying not 

just material wealth but also social standing and cultural values. This study explores how the term 

"wealth" is lexically represented in the English language, looking at related metaphors, semantic 

domains, and cultural connotations. The study finds and examines the main vocabulary terms and 

expressions connected to wealth using a corpus of varied texts from the 19th century to the present, 

including literary works, newspapers, scholarly journals, and internet forums. Common vocabulary 

terms like "rich," "affluent," "prosperous," and "opulent" are revealed by the research, which also 

examines how wealth is symbolically understood in relation to physical space, objects, and natural 

events. The study offers a thorough grasp of the linguistic representation of wealth and how it affects 

cultural norms and societal views.  
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semantics, economic status, societal attitudes, corpus analysis, connotations, cultural narratives. 

 

Introduction 

'Wealth', without a doubt, is a complicated construct that goes beyond economic position, 

encompassing a complex interaction of cultural, societal, and individual values. Wealth, in all of its 

forms, has a big impact on society structures, cultural narratives, and individual and group behaviours 

[1, p. 23]. In order to shed insight on how language contains and expresses this complex idea, this 

research attempts to investigate the lexical representation of the word "wealth" in the English language 

[2, p. 45]. 

Prior research has looked at how wealth is portrayed linguistically in a variety of settings, such as 

ordinary speech, media discourse, and literary writings. A thorough study that synthesizes these results 

and offers a more comprehensive understanding of the lexical representation of wealth across genres 

and historical periods is still required, though. By examining a corpus of various literature from the 

19th century to the present, this study aims to close that gap by identifying and examining the key 

vocabulary words and phrases connected to wealth. 

This study is important because it can help us better understand how societal ideas about wealth both 

shape and are shaped by language. Examining how wealth is portrayed in language might help us 

understand the social and cultural factors that shape how we perceive people's economic standing. 

Additionally, this study adds to the larger fields of cultural linguistics and lexical semantics by 

providing a thorough examination of a crucial idea that penetrates many facets of human existence. 

Materials  

When it comes to materials, the resources employed in this study include a variety of publications and 

instruments required for a thorough examination of the English language's lexical portrayal of the idea 

of "wealth." The main sources and materials consist of:  

1. British National Corpus (BNC): An extensive collection of written and spoken English samples 

spanning 100 million words, sourced from many sources. 

2. Dictionary (OED): An extensive English language dictionary. 
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3. Novels and Literature: Selected fiction and non-fiction works that provide light on societal and 

cultural perceptions of wealth. 

4. Newspapers and Magazines: Pieces from prestigious journals including The Economist, The 

Guardian, and The New York Times. 

5. Research and articles from publications like Language in Society, Cultural Anthropology, and the 

Journal of Economic Literature. 

Methods 

As far as the methods are concerned, this study analyzes how the English language uses the word 

"wealth" in its lexicon using both qualitative and quantitative approaches. The methodologies are 

designed to methodically gather, examine, and evaluate material from many sources, guaranteeing a 

thorough comprehension of the topic. 

1. Data Collection: They were employed in order to compile references to the term "wealth" as well 

as synonyms. 

2. Literary Sources: To comprehend how wealth is portrayed in various genres and eras, a few literary 

works were examined. 

3. Data Analysis: To find recurring themes and patterns, survey answers and interview transcripts 

were examined. 

Results 

The outcomes show that this study's findings are the result of a thorough examination of the corpus 

data, lexicographical sources, literary and media texts, survey answers, and interview transcripts. 

These results paint a comprehensive picture of how the English language uses words to describe the 

idea of "wealth." The term "wealth" appears often in both British and American English corpora, 

according to the corpus data analysis. 

According to the study results, the majority of participants (72%) equate wealth primarily with money 

resources, although a sizeable percentage (28%) also takes non-material factors like happiness and 

health into account. This suggests a wealth concept that goes beyond economic definitions. 

Also, deeper understandings of individual conceptions of wealth were revealed by the interviews. 

Discussion  

The results of this study shed important light on how the English language represents the idea of 

"wealth" lexically. This section links the findings from the survey and interview data, lexicographical 

analysis, literary and media analysis, and corpus analysis to current theories and literature. 

1. Frequency and Collocational Patterns of Corpus Analysis. The frequency study shows that, with 

minor differences in synonym use, "wealth" is a phrase that is often used in both British and 

American English [1, p. 23]. Because the word "wealth" is associated with economic activity and 

financial management, it is sometimes used in conjunction with phrases like "accumulate," 

"distribute," "manage," and "generate." [7, p. 123]. The collocational patterns imply that 

discussions of "wealth" frequently touch on matters of politics, economy, and social concerns [6, p. 

34]. Alongside the word "wealth," terms like "income," "inequality," "prosperity," and "poverty" 

are sometimes used to emphasize the socioeconomic aspects of the idea. This is consistent with 

research by Sinclair (1991), who highlighted the significance of context for comprehending word 

meanings. 

To point out, 'Wealth' has both tangible and abstract aspects, according to the semantic analysis [1, 

p. 23]. It encompasses wealth in non-material spheres of life as well as well-being, health, and 

financial assets and economic resources. This duality is consistent with the conceptual metaphor 

theory of Lakoff and Johnson (1980), which links money to health and well-being in a 

metaphorical sense [10, p.34]. 



 

Vol. 51 (2024): Miasto Przyszłości                +62 811 2928008       

61 
Miasto Przyszłości 

Kielce 2024 

2. Lexicographical Study Definitions from Dictionary The lexicographical research reveals that 

definitions of "wealth" in dictionaries have changed throughout time. Modern meanings offer 

broader interpretations, such as "an abundance of valuable resources or material possessions," 

whereas earlier definitions concentrated on material wealth and profusion of belongings (OED, 

2023). This trend is a reflection of shifting social mores and the growing appreciation of intangible 

riches [4, p.12]. Furthermore, 'Wealth' has a rich network of synonyms, each with nuanced 

distinctions, according to the thesaurus study. Although phrases like "affluence," "prosperity," and 

"opulence" are frequently used synonymously with "wealth," they have distinct meanings. 

'Opulence' indicates ostentatious and extravagant riches, 'prosperity' signifies success and thriving, 

and 'affluence' conveys ease and comfort. This subtlety is consistent with Cruse's (1986) 

categorization of synonyms according to their semantic areas [8, p.55]. 

3. Evaluation of Literature and Media 'Wealth' is a recurrent motif across a variety of genres and 

historical periods, according to the literary study. Classic literature frequently depicts money as a 

source of power and social position; examples of this may be seen in novels such as F. Scott 

Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby". On the other hand, modern literature, which reflects present 

cultural issues, regularly examines the moral and ethical consequences of riches [5, p. 90].  

 According to media research, wealth is a common subject in TV series, films, and news stories [4, 

p. 12]. Dualistic depictions of wealth typically emphasize both its advantages and disadvantages. 

Wealth is connected to inequality and societal divide on the one hand, and success and 

achievement on the other.  

4. Survey and Interview Information on Wealth Perceptions The findings from the survey and 

interviews offer insightful information about how people now see wealth. Most participants 

consider prosperity to be a desirable condition that is connected to opportunity, security, and 

freedom. The drawbacks of riches, such as greed, corruption, and inequality, are also 

acknowledged, though. This ambivalence is in line with research on the psychological effects of 

wealth conducted by Kasser and Ryan (1993) [7, p. 410]. Recurring themes emerge from the 

qualitative analysis of the interviews, including the moral implications of accumulating riches and 

the significance of wealth for accomplishing individual objectives. Also, higher socioeconomic 

background participants are more likely to stress the advantages of money, whereas lower 

socioeconomic background participants are more likely to draw attention to its drawbacks [9, p. 

241]. This discrepancy emphasizes how social environment affects how people perceive wealth. 

5. Combination and Combination When results from many techniques are combined, a complex and 

multidimensional picture of wealth is revealed. Although wealth is mostly understood in terms of 

the economy, it also has important social, cultural, and ethical components [2, p. 45]. The results 

corroborate Bourdieu's (1986) theory of capital, which takes into account social, cultural, and 

economic capital.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, it should be elucidated that the present investigation delved into the lexical portrayal of 

the notion of "wealth," unveiling its complex characteristics in many settings. 'Wealth' includes both 

material goods and intangible traits such as social capital and personal success, as we found through 

critical discourse analysis and in-depth corpus study. The study reveals the consequences of language 

in various discourse genres by highlighting how it both creates and reflects societal ideals connected to 

wealth. The results emphasize how crucial it is to take into account both historical and modern 

viewpoints while examining such abstract ideas. This study offers important insights for linguistic and 

socioeconomic studies by combining theoretical frameworks and corpus-based approaches to further 

our understanding of how 'wealth' is articulated and experienced. 

 

 

 



 

Vol. 51 (2024): Miasto Przyszłości                +62 811 2928008       

62 
Miasto Przyszłości 

Kielce 2024 

Literature 

1. British National Corpus (BNC). (2023). [online] Available at: http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk. 

2. Oxford English Dictionary (OED). (2023). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

3. Fitzgerald, F. S. (1925). *The Great Gatsby*. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 

4. The Economist. (2023). Various articles on wealth and economics. [online] Available at: 

https://www.economist.com.  

5. The Guardian. (2023). Various articles on social issues related to wealth. [online] Available at: 

https://www.theguardian.com.  

6. The New York Times. (2023). Various articles on cultural and economic perspectives on wealth. 

[online] Available at: https://www.nytimes.com.  

7. Kasser, T., & Ryan, R. M. (1993). A dark side of the American dream: Correlates of financial 

success as a central life aspiration. *Journal of Personality and Social Psychology*, 65(2), 410-

422.  

8. Cruse, D. A. (1986). *Lexical Semantics*. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

9. Bourdieu, P. (1986). The forms of capital. In J. Richardson (Ed.), *Handbook of Theory and 

Research for the Sociology of Education* (pp. 241-258). New York: Greenwood. 

10. Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (1980). *Metaphors We Live By*. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

 

 


