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ADVANCED THOUGHTS OF UZBEK JADIDS ON SCIENCE
AND ENLIGHTENMENT
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Abstract: The Uzbek Jadid movement, flourishing in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
marked a significant intellectual and cultural reform within Central Asia, particularly Uzbekistan. The
Jadids, inspired by modernist and reformist ideas, emphasized the critical role of science and
enlightenment in societal progress. They advocated for educational reforms, introducing secular
subjects alongside traditional religious studies, aiming to cultivate a more scientifically literate and
enlightened populace. The Jadids believed that embracing scientific knowledge and rational thought
was essential for the socio-economic advancement of their society and for resisting colonial
subjugation. Their approach to science was not merely utilitarian but intertwined with a deep
commitment to ethical and moral principles, which they considered foundational for true
enlightenment. Prominent figures such as Mahmud Khoja Behbudi and Abdullah Avloni were
instrumental in disseminating these advanced thoughts through their writings, plays, and the
establishment of new-method schools. These schools prioritized critical thinking, empirical
observation, and the scientific method, contrasting sharply with the rote learning predominant in
traditional madrasas. The Jadid movement’s progressive outlook extended to advocating for women’s
education and broader social reforms, reflecting their holistic vision of enlightenment. Despite facing
resistance from conservative factions and political repression, the legacy of the Jadids persists in
contemporary Uzbekistan’s educational and intellectual spheres. Their advanced thoughts on science
and enlightenment remain a testament to their enduring influence and their role in shaping a modern
Uzbek identity grounded in knowledge, critical inquiry, and cultural renewal.
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INTRODUCTION

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a profound transformation in Central Asia, especially
in present-day Uzbekistan, spurred by the intellectual and cultural reform movement known as the
Jadidism. The Jadid movement, driven by progressive thinkers often referred to as Jadids, sought to
rejuvenate their society through science, education, and enlightenment. This period was marked by an
urgent need to address the socio-economic and political challenges imposed by the declining influence
of traditional Islamic institutions and the increasing pressure of Russian colonial rule. The Jadids
believed that the key to their society’s revival lay in embracing modern scientific knowledge and
enlightenment ideals, which they saw as essential for fostering a robust, self-sustaining, and forward-
thinking community.

Central to the Jadids’ vision was educational reform. They argued that the traditional madrasa system,
with its focus on rote memorization of religious texts, was insufficient for the demands of the
contemporary world. Instead, they proposed the establishment of new-method schools, where secular
subjects such as mathematics, geography, and natural sciences were taught alongside religious
education. This approach aimed to produce individuals capable of critical thinking, empirical
observation, and rational problem-solving—skills deemed crucial for personal and societal
advancement.
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Prominent Jadid figures like Mahmud Khoja Behbudi and Abdullah Avloni were at the forefront of
this educational transformation. Through their writings, plays, and the founding of schools, they
sought to instill a spirit of inquiry and a thirst for knowledge in the younger generation. Behbudi’s and
Avloni’s works emphasized the importance of scientific literacy not only for economic development
but also for fostering a more enlightened and ethical society. They contended that true enlightenment
was not solely about acquiring knowledge but also about applying it in ways that promote moral and
social well-being.

Moreover, the Jadids’ advanced thoughts extended beyond education. They championed broader social
reforms, including the empowerment of women through education and active participation in public
life. They believed that an enlightened society required the contributions of all its members, regardless
of gender. This progressive stance often brought them into conflict with conservative elements within
their society, but it also laid the groundwork for significant cultural and intellectual advancements in
Uzbekistan.

The legacy of the Uzbek Jadids endures, their commitment to science and enlightenment continuing to
inspire contemporary educational and reformist efforts in the region. Their contributions underscore
the timeless value of knowledge, critical inquiry, and ethical principles in the pursuit of societal
progress.

METHODOLOGY

To explore the advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment, a comprehensive and
multidisciplinary methodology is required. This methodology integrates historical analysis, textual
analysis, and qualitative research to provide a nuanced understanding of the Jadid movement and its
intellectual contributions.

Historical Analysis — The first step involves a thorough historical analysis to contextualize the Jadid
movement within the broader socio-political and cultural developments of late 19th and early 20th
century Central Asia. This includes examining the influence of Russian colonialism, the decline of
traditional Islamic institutions, and the global currents of modernism and reformism. Archival research
will be conducted to gather primary sources such as letters, official documents, and contemporary
newspaper articles that shed light on the socio-political environment in which the Jadids operated.

Textual Analysis — Central to this study is the textual analysis of the works produced by prominent
Jadid thinkers, such as Mahmud Khoja Behbudi and Abdullah Avloni. This involves a close reading of
their published writings, including articles, essays, plays, and educational materials. The analysis
focuses on identifying key themes and arguments related to science, education, and enlightenment.
Special attention is given to how these thinkers articulated their vision for educational reform, their
critiqgue of traditional madrasas, and their advocacy for the integration of secular subjects into the
curriculum.

Qualitative Research — To gain deeper insights into the impact and reception of Jadid ideas,
qualitative research methods such as interviews and focus groups will be employed. Interviews will be
conducted with contemporary historians, educators, and descendants of Jadid figures to understand the
lasting influence of Jadid thought on modern Uzbek society. Focus groups with students and teachers
in contemporary Uzbekistan can provide perspectives on how Jadid ideals are perceived and
implemented in current educational practices.

Comparative Analysis — A comparative analysis will also be undertaken to place the Jadid movement
within the broader context of Islamic reform movements in other parts of the Muslim world, such as
the Nahda in the Arab world and the Young Ottomans in the Ottoman Empire. This comparison helps
to highlight the unique aspects of the Jadid approach to science and enlightenment, as well as the
commonalities shared with other reformist movements.

Data Synthesis and Interpretation — The data collected from historical documents, textual analysis,
and qualitative research will be synthesized to construct a coherent narrative of the Jadid movement’s
intellectual legacy. The interpretation of this data will be guided by theoretical frameworks related to



Miasto Przysztosci
Kielce 2024

modernity, reformism, and educational theory. This involves analyzing how the Jadids’ advocacy for
science and enlightenment intersected with their broader goals of cultural and social renewal.

Limitations and Ethical Considerations — This study acknowledges the limitations inherent in
historical research, such as the potential biases in primary sources and the challenge of interpreting
historical texts within their original context. Ethical considerations include ensuring the accuracy and
fairness in representing the views of historical figures and respecting the cultural sensitivities of
contemporary communities in Uzbekistan.

By employing this multifaceted methodology, the study aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment, and their
enduring impact on the intellectual and cultural landscape of Uzbekistan.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study of the advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment reveals a profound
and multifaceted intellectual movement that sought to reconcile traditional Islamic values with modern
scientific and educational advancements. The analysis of primary sources, including the writings of
key figures such as Mahmud Khoja Behbudi and Abdullah Avloni, highlights several core themes and
contributions of the Jadid movement.

The most significant contribution of the Jadids was their advocacy for educational reform. They
recognized the limitations of the traditional madrasa system, which focused primarily on religious
instruction through rote memorization. In contrast, the Jadids championed the establishment of new-
method schools that integrated secular subjects such as mathematics, geography, natural sciences, and
modern languages. This approach aimed to foster critical thinking, empirical observation, and
problem-solving skills. The emphasis on a well-rounded education was seen as essential for personal
development and societal progress. The new-method schools, therefore, became the cornerstone of
Jadid educational philosophy, blending religious and secular knowledge to create enlightened
individuals.

Promotion of Science

The Jadids placed a strong emphasis on the importance of scientific knowledge. They believed that
understanding and applying scientific principles was crucial for the advancement and independence of
their society. Their writings frequently discussed the benefits of scientific literacy, not only for
economic development but also for fostering a rational and ethical worldview. By promoting science,
the Jadids sought to empower their community to engage with and adapt to the rapidly changing
world, resisting the intellectual and cultural stagnation they perceived in their traditional educational
system.

Social and Gender Reforms

In addition to educational and scientific advancements, the Jadids also advocated for broader social
reforms. They emphasized the importance of women’s education and their active participation in
public life. This progressive stance on gender equality was groundbreaking for its time and reflected
the Jadids’ holistic vision of enlightenment. They argued that a truly enlightened society could only be
achieved through the inclusion and empowerment of all its members, regardless of gender.

Resistance and Legacy

The Jadid movement faced significant resistance from conservative factions within their society who
viewed their reforms as a threat to traditional values. Despite this opposition, the Jadids persisted in
their efforts, and their ideas gradually gained traction. The legacy of the Jadids endures in
contemporary Uzbekistan, where their emphasis on education, science, and social reform continues to
influence modern policies and practices.
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CONCLUSION

The advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment represent a pivotal moment in
the intellectual history of Central Asia. Their commitment to educational reform, scientific
advancement, and social progress laid the groundwork for a more enlightened and dynamic society.
The enduring impact of their ideas underscores the importance of integrating traditional values with
modern knowledge to foster holistic development and cultural renewal.

The advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment represent a pivotal moment in
the intellectual history of Central Asia. Their commitment to educational reform, scientific
advancement, and social progress laid the groundwork for a more enlightened and dynamic society.
The enduring impact of their ideas underscores the importance of integrating traditional values with
modern knowledge to foster holistic development and cultural renewal.

The legacy of the Jadid movement is a testament to the transformative power of education and the
pursuit of knowledge. By challenging the status quo and advocating for a balanced approach that
respected religious traditions while embracing scientific progress, the Jadids set the stage for
significant cultural and intellectual advancements in Uzbekistan. Their forward-thinking perspectives
on gender equality and social reform further demonstrate their comprehensive vision of enlightenment,
which sought to uplift all members of society.

Despite facing considerable opposition, the Jadids’ ideas gradually permeated Uzbek society,
influencing educational and social policies long after their initial efforts. Today, their contributions
continue to inspire reformist efforts and educational initiatives in Uzbekistan, reflecting the timeless
relevance of their vision. The Jadids’ emphasis on critical thinking, empirical inquiry, and ethical
principles remains crucial in addressing contemporary challenges and fostering a society that values
knowledge, inclusivity, and progress.

In summary, the advanced thoughts of Uzbek Jadids on science and enlightenment not only catalyzed
significant changes during their time but also left an indelible mark on the region’s intellectual and
cultural landscape. Their enduring legacy highlights the vital role of progressive thought in driving
societal advancement and serves as a reminder of the continuous need to harmonize tradition with
modernity in the pursuit of enlightenment.
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