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Abstract: Khaled Hosseini's "A Thousand Splendid Suns" is a poignant narrative that 

interweaves the lives of two Afghan women, Mariam and Laila, against the backdrop of a tumultuous 

period in Afghanistan’s history. Published in 2007, the novel explores themes of love, sacrifice, and 

the enduring strength of women amid oppression and conflict.  
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Introduction. The story is set in Afghanistan, spanning from the Soviet invasion in the late 1970s 

through to the rise of the Taliban in the 1990s. This historical context is crucial as it shapes the 

characters’ lives and decisions. Hosseini paints a vivid picture of a country ravaged by war, where 

personal freedoms are curtailed, particularly for women. The title itself reflects a famous line from one 

of the poems in the novel: “A thousand splendid suns” symbolizes hope and resilience amidst despair. 

Mariam is introduced as an illegitimate child who grows up with her mother in a small village outside 

Herat. Her journey begins with isolation and shame but evolves into one marked by strength and 

sacrifice. In contrast, Laila comes from a loving family that represents modern Afghan society's 

aspirations before they are shattered by war. Their paths cross when both women become wives to 

Rasheed, a brutal man whose oppressive nature serves as a catalyst for their transformation. Initially 

rivals bound by circumstance, Mariam and Laila develop an extraordinary bond forged through shared 

suffering. This relationship becomes central to the narrative; it illustrates how solidarity can emerge 

even in dire situations. Their friendship highlights themes of female empowerment as they confront 

their shared struggles against patriarchy.  

Main part. At its core, "A Thousand Splendid Suns" is about female resilience. The bond between 

Mariam and Laila showcases how women can support each other to overcome challenges imposed by 

society and circumstance. Both protagonists make significant sacrifices throughout their lives for their 

families' well-being—Mariam for Laila’s children and Laila for Mariam’s happiness—demonstrating 

that love often requires selflessness. While "A Thousand Splendid Suns" does not shy away from 

depicting brutality—the violence inflicted by Rasheed or the Taliban's oppressive regime—it also 

serves as a testament to hope. The title signifies not just survival but also an undying spirit that persists 

even in darkness. "A Thousand Splendid Suns" has been lauded for its rich storytelling and emotional 

depth. Critics have praised Hosseini's ability to evoke empathy while shedding light on issues affecting 

Afghan women specifically but also universal themes of love and resilience applicable across cultures. 

The book has resonated with readers worldwide, becoming a staple in discussions about women's 

rights and social justice within Afghanistan contextually while serving as an inspiring narrative about 

human endurance. Here are some key points regarding the role of adults in the narrative: Parental 

Influence, Oppression and Control, Role Models, Sacrifice, Cultural Reflection, Transformation, 

Intergenerational Relationships. The adult characters often serve as parental figures or authority 

figures whose actions profoundly impact the younger generation. For example, Mariam's father, Jalil, 

represents both love and abandonment, which shapes her self-worth and desire for acceptance. Many 

adult characters embody oppressive societal structures. Characters like Rasheed epitomize patriarchal 

authority and domestic violence, demonstrating how adult men exert control over women’s lives, 
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limiting their freedom and autonomy. Some adults serve as role models for resilience and strength. 

Characters like Nana (Mariam’s mother) provide insight into the struggles women face in a patriarchal 

society while also imparting lessons about survival and self-acceptance. Adult characters often make 

sacrifices for their families or society. For instance, Mariam’s journey is marked by her sacrifices for 

Laila and her children, showcasing themes of motherhood and love that transcend personal suffering. 

The adults in the story reflect Afghanistan's cultural complexities—tradition versus modernity, gender 

roles, and the impact of war on personal relationships—illustrating how these elements influence 

individual choices. As the narrative progresses, many adult characters undergo transformation 

influenced by their experiences with love, loss, and hardship. This evolution highlights themes of 

redemption and the possibility of change at any age. The relationships between adults and children 

underscore important themes of mentorship, support, or conflict—particularly between Mariam and 

Laila—as they navigate their shared struggles together.  

Conclusion. In conclusion, Khaled Hosseini's "A Thousand Splendid Suns" is more than just a story—

it’s an exploration of human connection amid adversity that resonates on multiple levels across 

different societies. Through Mariam’s and Laila’s journeys, readers are reminded that even in times of 

despair, hope can shine through like “a thousand splendid suns.” This powerful narrative urges us to 

acknowledge our shared humanity while highlighting issues still pertinent today—the struggle for 

women's rights in many parts of the world remains ongoing—and inspires us to continue advocating 

for change. 

References: 

1. "A Thousand Splendid Suns". Penguin.com (USA). Penguin Group USA. c. 2008. Archived from 

the original on 21 May 2009. Retrieved 2009-06-03. 

2. A Thousand Splendid Suns". Library Journal (review archived at MARINet). January 2007. 

Retrieved 2007-04-12. 

3. "A Thousand Splendid Suns". Publishers Weekly. May 2007. Retrieved July 1, 2013.  

4. Vаlijоnоvnа, B. R. (2024). Pоstmоdеrnistic Idеаs in Ulugbеk Hаmdаm's Nоvеl" Sаbо Аnd 

Sаmаndаr" and thеir Аnаlysis. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL 

EDUCATION, 4(10), 76-80. 

5. Bafoeva, R. (2024). Characteristics of Postmodern Literature: Fragmentation, Intertextuality, Black 

Humor. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(9), 28-32. 

6. Bafoeva, R. (2024). IMPORTANCE OF READING AND READING STRATEGIES. TA'LIM VA 

RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 4(6), 108-114. 

7. Bafoeva, R. (2024). LITERARY WORKS IN POSTMODERNISM PERIOD. TA'LIM VA 

RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 4(4), 339-343. 

8. Bafoeva, R. (2024). FEATURES AND WRITERS OF POSTMODERNISM IN 

LITERATURE. TA'LIM VA RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 4(4), 104-110. 

9. Bafoeva, R. (2024). POSTMODERNISM IN LITERATURE. TA'LIM VA RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI 

ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 4(3), 86-90. 

10. Bafoeva, R. (2024). POSTMODERNISM IN LITERATURE. TA'LIM VA RIVOJLANISH TAHLILI 

ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 4(3), 86-90. 

11. Bafoeva, R. (2023). INGLIZ VA O'ZBEK MAQOLLARIDA TA'LIM TUSHUNCHASI. 

12. Bafoeva, R. (2023). XORIJIY TILLARNI O'QITISHNING YANGICHA USULLARI. 

13. Bafoeva, R. (2024). THE IMPORTANCE OF PROVERBS IN ENGLISH, RUSSIAN, UZBEK 

LANGUAGES. Modern Science and Research, 3(1), 33-38. 

14. Bafoeva, R. (2023). The concept of family in English, Russian and Uzbek proverbs. American 

Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education (2993-2769), 1(10), 651–654. 



 

Vol. 55 (2024): Miasto Przyszłości                +62 811 2928008       

1078 
Miasto Przyszłości 

Kielce 2024 

Retrieved from https://grnjournal.us/index.php/STEM/article/view/2279 

15. Rokhila Bafoeva 2023. The Concept of Education in English and Uzbek Proverbs. American 

Journal of Language, Literacy and Learning in STEM Education (2993-2769). 1, 9 (Nov. 2023), 

292–296. 

16. Bafoeva, R. (2023). NEW METHODS OF TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES. Modern 

Science and Research, 2(10), 58-63. 

17. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Bafoeva, R. (2022). NATIONAL AND CULTURAL PROVERBS IN 

ENGLISH AND UZBEK LANGUAGES AND THEIR UNIVERSAL FEATURES. Новости 

образования: исследование в XXI веке, 1(4), 500-503. 

18. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Bafoeva, R. (2023). INGLIZ VA O’ZBEK MAQOLLARING GENDER 

XUSUSIYATLARI. World of Science, 6(5), 167-169. 

19. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Bafoeva, R. (2023). O’ZBEK VA INGLIZ MAQOLLARINING 

JAMIYATDAGI TUTGAN O’RNI VA ULARNING O’RGANILGANLIK 

DARAJASI. SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO THE MODERN EDUCATION SYSTEM, 2(14), 74-76. 

20. Bafoeva, R. (2023). INGLIZ VA O’ZBEK MAQOLLARINING SHAKLLANISH VA 

O’RGANILISH MASALALARI. Научный Фокус, 1(3), 29-31. 

21. Bafoeva, R. (2023). INGLIZ VA O’ZBEK MAQOLLARINING KOGNITIV TAHLILIIngliz vа 

ozbek mаqollаri tizimlаri hаqidа gаp ketgаndа ulаrning mohiyаti bir-biridаn аjrаlib turishi аniq 

bo'lаdi, chunki ulаr turli xil tаrixiy, ijtimoiy va iqtisodiy shаroitlаrdа rivojlаngаn, vа bu 

mаqoll. World of Science, 6(6), 207-211. 

22. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Bafoeva, R. (2023). LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL ANALYSIS OF 

ENGLISH AND UZBEK PROVERBS. Finland International Scientific Journal of Education, 

Social Science & Humanities, 11(4), 227-230. 

23. Bafoeva, R. (2023). THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERACTIVE GAMES IN LEARNING 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PROCESS. Modern Science and Research, 2(10), 510-512. 

24. Rakhimova, Z. (2024). GENRE CHARACTERISTICS OF MODERN NEWSPAPER 

LANGUAGE. Евразийский журнал академических исследований, 4(3 Part 2), 97-99. 

25. Rakhimova, Z. (2024). THE LANGUAGE AND STYLE OF MASS MEDIA. Modern Science and 

Research, 3(2), 879-886. 

26. Zarina, R. (2022). Genreal characteristics of newspaper language. 

27. Ракхимова, З. (2024). SIGNS OF A PUBLIC METHOD IN THE LANGUAGE OF THE MASS 

MEDIA. Журнал универсальных научных исследований, 2(5), 342-350. 

28. Uktamovna, R. Z. (2024). Features and Analyses and of Social Life in the “The Kite Runner" By 

Khaled Hosseini.  

EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(9), 82-86. 

29. Raxmonovna, T. M. (2024). The Importance of Learning Discourse Analysis in the Acquisition of 

Foreign Languages. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL 

EDUCATION, 4(9), 45–48. Retrieved from 

http://www.inovatus.es/index.php/ejine/article/view/4012 

30. Tursunova Marxabo Raxmonovna. (2024). Expanding Your Lexicon: Effective Strategies for 

Enhancing Vocabulary in a Foreign Language. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN 

NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(10), 141–145.  

Retrieved from https://inovatus.es/index.php/ejine/article/view/4204 

31. Skill for Learning Foreign Languages. In Formation and Development of Pedagogical Creativity: 

International Scientific-Practical Conference (Belgium) (Vol. 5, pp. 5-9). 



 

Vol. 55 (2024): Miasto Przyszłości                +62 811 2928008       

1079 
Miasto Przyszłości 

Kielce 2024 

32. Raxmonovna, T. M. (2024). Effective Strategies for Teaching English to Medical 

Students. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(3), 132-

137. 

33. Tursunova Marxabo Raxmonovna. (2023). Adabiyotshunoslikda Obraz Va Ramz 

Tushunchalari. Open Academia: Journal of Scholarly Research, 1(3), 24–27.  

Retrieved from https://academiaone.org/index.php/4/article/view/94 

34. Utkirovna, N. S. (2024). The Intersection of Irony and Social Commentary in O. Henry’s Short 

Stories. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(10), 178-

183. 

35. Utkirovna, N. S. (2024). Unveiling the Artistry of O. Henry: An in-Depth Analysis of Irony, Plot 

Twists, and Narrative Techniques in His Short Stories. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION 

IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 4(9), 92-95. 

36. Utkirovna, N. S., & Sultonovna, U. O. (2023). Artistic functions of humor in o. Henry's 

stories. Boletin de Literatura Oral-The Literary Journal, 10(1), 3934-3938. 

37. Utkirovna, N. S. (2023). O. Genri Hikoyalarida Milliy-Madaniy Qarashlarning Aks Etishi. Central 

Asian Journal of Literature, Philosophy and Culture, 4(6), 255-264. 

38. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Utkirovna, N. S. (2023). The Stylistic Analysis of the Short Story “The Last 

Leaf” By O. Henry. Central Asian Journal of Literature, Philosophy and Culture, 4(4), 146-149. 

39. Nasridinova, S. U. (2024). PECULIAR FEATURES OF AMERICAN STORYTELLING.  

American Journal of Public Diplomacy and International Studies, 2(6), 306-309. 

40. Utkirovna, N. S. (2024). AMERIKA HIKOYANAVISLIGINING O ‘ZIGA XOS 

XUSUSIYATLARI. XALQARO ILMIY-AMALIY KONFERENSIYALAR, 1(1), 294-296. 

41. Utkirovna, N. S. (2023). O. Genri Hikoyalarida Milliy-Madaniy Qarashlarning Aks Etishi. Central 

Asian Journal of Literature, Philosophy and Culture, 4(6), 255-264. Retrieved from 

https://www.cajlpc.centralasianstudies.org/index.php/CAJLPC/article/view/935 

42. Pirmanovna, N. G., & Utkirovna, N. S. (2023). The Stylistic Analysis of the Short Story “The Last 

Leaf” By O. Henry. Central Asian Journal of Literature, Philosophy and Culture, 4(4), 146-149. 

https://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/PYZFH 

43. Nasridinova, S. U. (2024). PECULIAR FEATURES OF AMERICAN STORYTELLING. 

American Journal of Public Diplomacy and International Studies, 2(6), 306-309.  

44. Utkirovna, Nasridinova Sitora. "AMERIKA HIKOYANAVISLIGINING O ‘ZIGA XOS 

XUSUSIYATLARI." XALQARO ILMIY-AMALIY KONFERENSIYALAR 1.1 (2024): 294-296. 

45. Utkirovna, Nasridinova Sitora, and Umedova Oykhon Sultonovna. "Artistic functions of humor in 

o. Henry's stories." Boletin de Literatura Oral-The Literary Journal 10.1 (2023): 3934-3938. 

 


