
 

Vol. 55 (2024): Miasto Przyszłości                +62 811 2928008       

1127 
Miasto Przyszłości 

Kielce 2024 

Impact Factor: 9.9           ISSN-L:  2544-980X 
 

The Educational Effect of Studying the Role of Theme and Rhema 

in Disseminating Textual Information 
 

Z. Z. Gafarova 1 
 

 

Abstract: This paper explores the concepts of theme and rheme as fundamental components of 

information structuring in texts. Drawing on the theories of the Prague School of Linguistics and 

Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar, the study highlights how themes provide contextual 

grounding, while rhemes introduce new, essential information. Through an analysis of academic, 

narrative, and journalistic texts, the article underscores the critical role of thematic structures in 

ensuring coherence, cohesion, and effective communication. Practical implications for improving 

writing and teaching practices are also discussed. 
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Introduction 

Textual coherence and effective communication depend heavily on how information is distributed 

within a sentence or clause. The concepts of theme and rheme—pioneered by the Prague School of 

Linguistics and refined by Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar—serve as central mechanisms in 

this distribution. The theme establishes the starting point of a clause, providing the context, while the 

rheme introduces new or focal information. Together, they shape the logical flow of discourse and 

guide reader comprehension. This paper investigates their theoretical foundations, practical 

applications, and implications for textual analysis and pedagogy. 

In linguistic terms, the theme is the initial element of a clause that connects it to its context or prior 

discourse. The rheme, on the other hand, presents the new or informative part of the clause. For 

example, in the sentence “The weather today is pleasant,” The weather today is the theme, while is 

pleasant is the rheme. 

Halliday (1994) identified three types of themes: 

Topical Theme: Focuses on the subject matter, such as participants or processes (e.g., “The teacher 

explained the concept”). 

Textual Theme: Introduces logical links (e.g., “Moreover, the teacher explained the concept”). 

Interpersonal Theme: Reflects attitudes, questions, or commands (e.g., “Can you explain the 

concept?”). 

Daneš (1974) emphasized that the interplay between theme and rheme organizes information flow in a 

way that ensures textual coherence. While themes establish continuity by referencing familiar ideas, 

rhemes contribute to progression by introducing new information. This balance is essential in 

maintaining a reader’s understanding and engagement. 

In academic writing, themes often introduce established knowledge or theoretical frameworks, while 

rhemes present novel findings or arguments. For instance: 

Theme: Previous studies have identified the causes of climate change. 

Rheme: However, this study explores its long-term effects on biodiversity. 
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This structure ensures clarity while emphasizing the writer’s contribution. 

Narrative texts rely on thematic choices to provide temporal or spatial orientation. For example: 

Theme: At dawn, the soldiers began their march. 

Rheme: They moved silently through the forest. 

Such progression ensures smooth storytelling and reader immersion. 

In journalistic writing, headlines often act as overarching themes, summarizing key ideas. For 

example: 

Theme: The government announced new policies today. 

Rheme: These include tax cuts and infrastructure projects. 

This approach helps readers grasp the main points quickly while offering detailed information in 

subsequent paragraphs. 

Understanding the interplay of theme and rheme has practical implications for writing and pedagogy: 

1. Enhanced Clarity: Writers can use thematic structures to guide readers through complex arguments 

or narratives. 

2. Improved Coherence: Educators can teach students to connect ideas effectively by focusing on 

thematic progression. 

3. Reader Engagement: Strategic use of rhemes ensures that key points stand out, maintaining reader 

interest. 

Thematic and rhematic structures are vital for organizing information within texts, ensuring coherence, 

and facilitating comprehension. By examining their roles across genres, this paper demonstrates their 

importance in textual analysis and communication. Future research should explore cross-linguistic 

variations in theme-rheme structures and their implications for multilingual education and translation 

studies. 
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